
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: All Priests, All Parishes 
From: Fr. Ivan Camilleri, Chancellor of Spiritual Affairs 
Date: November 20, 2020 
Re: Dispensation in the context of the Current Pandemic 

An Understanding of the dispensation from the obligation to attend 
Mass on Sunday and Holy days of Obligation during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic 

The dispensation announced by Cardinal Collins on June 10, 2020, regarding the obligation to attend 
Mass on Sunday and holydays of obligation by parishioners in the Archdiocese of Toronto during the time 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, is not a blanket dispensation1, but one that applies when the faithful 
encounter certain life circumstances which physically or morally impede them from attending Mass. 

Physical impediments preventing the faithful from attending Mass during the COVID-19 pandemic 
include: 

-closure of one’s parish church or reduction of number of Masses on Sunday or holydays of obligation due 
to COVID-19 conditions; 
-closure of all parishes in an area, Region or the Archdiocese due to COVID-19 conditions; 
-being ill or taking care of someone who is ill, and being home-bound or hospital-bound; 
-feeling symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus; 
-needing to self-isolate due to a COVID-19 related contact; 
-attempting to register for Mass, but the registration is full; 
-arriving at a parish and being told that the church is at capacity. 
  
Moral impediments preventing the faithful from attending Mass during the COVID-19 pandemic include: 
-being of a certain age and/or having an underlying health condition and feeling vulnerable to the virus 
because of known and serious consequences, despite an otherwise healthy disposition; 
-having a genuine grave fear of the COVID-19 virus and not desiring to be at any place where people 
gather. 

 
The above characteristics are not exhaustive, but exemplary of conditions that would qualify for the 
dispensation. 
 

1 CIC Canon 90 §1 states in part: “One is not to be dispensed from an ecclesiastical law without a just and reasonable 
cause, after taking into account the circumstances of the case and the gravity of the law from which dispensation is 
given [...]”

 


