
B.  What is Baptism all about? 
 
Baptism is not a ceremony ‘done to’ a baby.  
 

1. It is an event in which many people celebrate and welcome a child into the 
worshipping and believing community – the church.  

2. Baptism gives your child an identity as a beloved son or daughter of the Father. 
It makes him/her part of a living group of people.  

3. Baptism is about commitment, involvement and belonging.  
4. You as parents promise to make this happen for your child. 

 
Perhaps the simplest way to find out what Baptism means is to consider what 
happens when it is celebrated. Baptism is celebrated in four parts: 
 

1. The Welcome 
2. Scripture readings and prayer 
3. Baptism 
4. Closing prayers and blessings 

 

 
C.  Rite of Baptism 

 

Part One: The Welcome 
 

After welcoming you and your family and friends, the celebrant (priest or deacon) will 
ask for your child’s name. He then asks you this question: 
 

What do you ask of God’s Church for your child? 
 
He is asking you why you have come and you answer him in the presence of everyone. 
 
He then speaks to you about your duties as parents and asks you if you accept the 
responsibility of raising your child in the faith. Our process is designed to help you 
give an informed “YES”. 
 
He asks the sponsors a similar question. 
 
The Welcome comes to a close with a simple and beautiful gesture: celebrant, parents 
and godparents trace the Cross on the baby’s forehead to claim the child for Jesus 
Christ. 
 
As you can see, your part as parents is very important. The only real reason we can 
justify baptizing babies who cannot answer for themselves is our confidence they will 
be raised in the teachings and practice of the faith by Catholic parents. 
 
 



Part Two: The Word of God 
 

All the sacraments contain readings from the Bible. Only after we have listened to 
God speaking to us in the Scriptures do we perform the rites. This is because 
sacraments are not magic, but actions of Jesus Christ. By reading the Scriptures, we 
keep our roots in Christ. 
 
After the reading, the celebrant gives a short homily to bring out the meaning of the 
Scriptures and Baptism.  
 
The community prays for the child, for you the parents and godparents. We ask that 
strength be given to you to enable you to fulfill your responsibilities in handing on the 
Faith. 
 
Finally, the celebrant, in a prayer of Exorcism, prays against the evils of the world that 

press in on us daily. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Part Three: The Rite of Baptism 
 

This central moment of the sacrament itself has several parts: 
 

1. Blessing of the water 

2. Rejection of Sin 

3. Acceptance of Faith 

4. Baptism 

5. Anointing, Clothing, and Candle-lighting 

 
Blessing of the Water 
The celebrant asks that the power of the Holy Spirit fill the waters, 
so that the child may become a new creation, modeled on the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. In this prayer, we recall the waters of  
Creation, the Flood, the Red Sea, the Jordan, and the water which  
flowed from Christ’s wounded side on the Cross. The baptismal font 
is the descendant of them all. It is the womb of the Church, from  
which your child is reborn in Christ and becomes a member of God’s  
holy family. For these reasons, the font has a prominent place close to 
the altar and pulpit. 

 

 

 

 

 



Rejection of Sin 
Once more, parents and godparents have a crucial role in the sacrament. The priest 
asks you three times to reject sin, evil and Satan. He asks you if you will make a 
commitment to fight against hatred, fear, deceit, selfishness, greed and violence. 
These are the things that disfigure the human race and from which the Gospel is 
meant to free us. You will be asked to reject them in both your name and the child’s. 

 
The Acceptance of Faith 
The celebrant asks you three questions. They are the heart of the Catholic faith in a 
nutshell: 
 

1. Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth? 
 

2. Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin 
Mary, was crucified, died and was buried, rose from the dead and is now seated 
at the right hand of the Father? 
 

3. Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting? 

 
These are the Baptismal vows which you renew for yourself and make for your child. 
The rejection of sin and the acceptance of the faith which you proclaim are public 
decisions. Answering these questions aloud before God and the church is a wonderful 
opportunity for you to renew the promises once made for you in Baptism. 

 
The Baptism 
You have brought your child to the place where the Catholic 
community worships. You have heard the Word of God. You have 
made a public declaration of the faith for yourself and for your 
baby. The celebrant asks: 
 

Is it your desire that your child be baptized in the faith  
of the Church which we have all professed with you? 

 

With your ‘YES’, the celebrant pours water over the child praying: 
 

 
I baptize you in the Name of the Father  

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 

The word ‘baptize’ is a Greek word which means ‘to plunge’ or to ‘dunk’. By this 

gesture and these words, your child is plunged into the love of God, the grace of Christ 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This gesture and these words take place only after the Welcome, the Word, the 
Blessing, the Rejection of Sin and the Profession of Faith. We can see that Baptism is 
not a magical ceremony, but a Sacrament. It captures in action, symbol and language 
what being a Catholic is about. Your child is now a member of God’s holy family, the 
Church, and a reborn son/daughter of God the Father in Christ Jesus through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 



The Anointing, the Clothing, and Candle-lighting 
To complete the Sacrament, there are three final signs. These draw 
out the inner meaning of the Baptism. As the saying goes, ‘believing 
comes from praying’, so we understand better what has happened 
in the pouring of water and the words of prayer if we pay attention 
to what goes on as we do it. 
 
The priest anoints the child with perfumed oil, called chrism. This same oil is used to 
anoint priests and even royalty. When the children are ‘christened’, they become 
‘Christs’. Christ means anointed one. This post baptismal anointing announces a 
future anointing, that in the Sacrament of Confirmation, the young person confirms 
the decision of the parents. 
 

The white robe of baptism signifies dignity. The white robe worn by priests, 
deacons and ministers signifies this baptismal robe. It means we have ‘put on’ 
Christ. 
 

The candle, lit from the Easter candle, signifies  
the light of the Risen Jesus burning in the  
child’s heart. 

 
 

 

Part Four: Closing Prayers and Blessings 
 
Together, the assembly prays the Lord’s Prayer which is the special mark of belonging 
of the disciples of Jesus. The whole Sacrament comes to a close with blessings for the 
father and mother and the whole gathering. 

 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us,  

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

 

 

 

 


